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HICKORY - The Rev. Stanley 
Stiver is not the retiring type. 

He's never been shy about call-
ing the newspapers; as you might 
notice if you paused outside his 
office to read the bulletin board 
full of clippings about people at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church. 

The news this time is that Stiver, 
74, is retiring today as  soon a s  he 
conducts his last service at 11 a.m. 
at  St. Paul's. 

You may have heard similar 
news five years ago, when he 
retired the first time. 

But he only lasted four months 
before he unretired to become 
pastor at St. Paul's. 

And because he's such a human-
itarian, we'd lay odds that he won't 
stay retired time either, not as  
long a s  somebody somewhere 
needs some help. 

Think of the injured child who'll 
survive a car accident because 
Stiver has tirelessly recruited peo-
ple to donate tens of thousands of 
pints of blood over the years 
through his work with the Ameri-
can Red Cross. 

Then there are the dozens of 
people he's helped cope with grief 
through the Pathways of Catawba 
County support group he's led ever 
since his first retirement. 

And add up the numbers in his 
48 years as a Lutheran minister: 

MONTE 
MITCHELL 

stop his career as a pastor just 
short of the magical half-century 
mark. 

"I figured somewhere along the 
line would become a visitation 
pastor and get to that 50th year," 
Stiver said last week. 

Aha! We got him to admit it. 
Now that the suspense is over, 

just what prompted this latest 
pseudo-retirement? 

"I love the ministry, I really do," 
said Stiver. "I'm still excited about 
the ministry." 

But surely he must be tired after 
all these years. 

"No, not really," he said. 
Well, there must be something. 
"Committee meetings," Stiver 

said. "It doesn't matter if your 
church is 175, 600 or 1,000 mem-
bers, you still have the same com-
mittee meetings. . . . I'm tired of 
committee meetings." 

So, for a while at least, instead of 
attending committee meetings, 
ver plans to catalog and write 
descriptive stories about each of 
the 800 crosses he's collected on 
visits all over the world. 
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The Rev. Stanley Stiver, received, 468 marriage ceremo-He keeps time cataloging and writing descriptive stories 
niespastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Hickory, about the 800 crosses he's collected on visits think about what it would 

"retires" again. today. Stiver plans to spend his over the world. mean to someone like Stiver to 
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Bob chairman of the Catawba County Board Just in case this is really it, if for some reason Stanley 
retirement this time around actually takes, here's a par- of Commissioners: 

did as ch tial list of his accomplishments: 

planning Catawba County's 


(On work Stanley 
President of Eastern Catawba Chamber of Commerce, 

birthday celebration in 1992,) 
President of Eastern Catawba County United Way, 1967 "Stanley was able to grasp the whole 

spirit of why we were doing it. He made 
Board member of the Catawba Valley Chapter of the a mission. He made it a labor of 

love as he does everything he does. American Red Cross, 1968-1 995, including blood services 

He's got so many admirable traits. chairman, 1984-present;
Chairman of the Catawba Memorial Hospital Chaplaincy 

"Stanley has not only served his Committee, 1969-1 970; 
gregations well throughout the years, Board member of the then-newly merged Catawba 
but he has given so much to people County Chamber of Commerce, 1972-1 979; 
throughout the county." President of the Catawba County Chamber of 

Sue Coble, director of blood services for the 

Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross: 


"While he was at St. Mark's (Lutheran) in Claremont 
he started I guess one of the biggest Commission, 1978-1 984; 
blood drives we have in the county at a Member of Catawba County Library Board of Trustees, 

community visit. He built it up. Just a 

regular drive there I'm sure we collected 

250 before. Then when he went to St. 

Paul's in Hickory, he started a new 

blood drive there. They'd never had one, 

and it's already up to 60, collecting 60 Christian Ministry, 1988-1 989; 

(pints) each time we go there. They had 
 Chairman of the Catawba County Sesquicentennial 
one at St. Mark's in Claremont four 
times a year, and they're having one at 
St. Paul's four times a year, so he's got-
ten us eight bloodmobiles. 

"He's a go-getter, and he knows how to get you to do 
what he wants you to do. He makes you work. If you're 
going to do something for him, you're going to work to Will retirement 'take'reach his goals. If he's got a goal set, he's going to 
make sure he gets it one way or another." Don't bet
John son Stanley and principal 
ker Hill High School: 

"He's always been a people's person and has been 
very understanding. He's always willing to work things 
out and provide things for both my brother and myself 

two sons, John Stiver of  when we needed it as far as being places and doing Continued from page 
things. I was always very appreciative. I know in the and David Stiver of San Fr 

"I felt needed," he said. 
community he's always been willing to help people." 

Stuart Terry, chief operating officer at Drum Funeral 
Home: 

a program for widowed persons, but I 
was very particular about who headed 
that up for me. Just out of the blue one 

push and effort into that day after he had retired, he came 
ing up the sidewalk of the funeral home thusiastic Christian that jus 
and came walking in, and he said, 
been thinking about something. I'd like 
to head up a widowed persons program 
for you.' And I said, 'This is almost an 
answer to a prayer because I've been 
wanting to do this, but I just didn't know 
the right person.' He has just done a 
wonderful job with that program. We started off with 30 



~ 

1 
Sti- 

r 

Valley 

1984present; 

al 

m troard 

o' 

unltea 

- 

f 

r 

- 

.. 

1V 
- - 

(That'll 

group, 

funetals. 

Making a difference 


Just in case this is really it, if for some reason Stanley 
ver's retirement this time around actually takes, here's a par-
tial list of his accomplishments: 

President of Eastern Catawba Chamber of Commerce, 
1964-65; 

President of Eastern Catawba County United Way, 1967 
and 1974; 

Board member of the Catawba Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, 1968-1 995, including blood services 
chairman, 

Chairman of the Catawba Memorial Hospital Chaplaincy 
Committee, 1969-1 970; 

Board member of the then-newly merged Catawba 
County Chamber of Commerce, 1972-1 979; 

President of the Catawba County Chamber of Com-
merce, 1977; 

Board member of the YMCA of Catawba County, 
1968-1 977; 

Member of the Catawba County lndustri 

- --
Development 

Commission, 1978-1 984; 
Member of Catawba County Library 

visitors 

of Trustees, 

College, 
.. . 

1984-1 990; 
Member of the board of Lenoir-Rhyne 

1984-1 990; 
Board member of newly merged Catawba County 

Way, 1986-1 989; 
President of the Eastern Catawba County Cooperative 

Christian Ministry, 1988-1989; 
Chairman of the Catawba County Sesquicentennial Cen-

tral Planning Committee, 1990-1 992; 
Chaplain of the Catawba County Jail, 1984-1985; 
President of the Catawba Valley Lutheran Fellowship, 

1987-1 989; 

Will retirement 'take' 
this time? Don't bet on it 

Continued from page 

He'll continue speaking to civic 
and other groups about them. 

give him an audience for a 
favorite story about bribing an 
usher to get a pew in St. Peter's in 
Rome.) 

He'll continue to comfort the 
bereaved through the Pathways 

hoping to "put a little more 
push and effort into that organiza-
tion." 

He'll continue a s  the blood 
chairman of the Catawba Valley 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, which is trying to collect 
more than 11,000 pints of blood 
this fiscal year. 

Stiver had never been to this 
area before he became pastor of 
St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Claremont, but he  
stayed there 31 years before his 
first retirement. A native of 
Youngstown, Ohio, he entered the 
ministry after attending Trinity Lu-

theran Seminary in Columbus, 
Ohio, and came to St. Mark's from 
a church in Virginia. He and his 
wife, Mary Anderson Stiver, have 
two sons, John Stiver of Hickory 
and David Stiver of San Francisco. 
"I felt needed," he said. "I really 
did. We just kept staying year after 
year. There was always one more 
thing." 

And it's not just the numbers o r  
the "one more thing" he accom-
plished that people have noticed. 
There is a certain Stanley Stiver 
aura that must well up from a great 
spring of compassion and love. 

"He's a happy, gregarious, en-
thusiastic Christian that just being 
in his presence makes you feel 
good," said Bob Hibbitts, chair-
man of the Catawba County Board 
of Commissioners. 

"He's a very, very fine person," 
said Stuart Terry, chief operating 
officer of Drum Funeral Home. "Of 
course, I had opportunities to 
observe him with families when we 
had He was always very 
supportive to families and wanted 
to be extremely helpful and kind to 
them." 




